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“ology” what it may, lo visit our Mount Buffalo National Park. 
Hiving done so, they will return again and again. No effort should 
be spared to preserve the native ecology of this wonderful Park. 
It ranks as an outstanding holiday rcsorr and naturalists’ paradise, 
for no other State has anything like it. 
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NATIVE BEES ON MOUNT BUFFALO 
With Description of a New Subspecies 
By T-ARLtOn KaVmknt, Melbourne 

Three Club members, Messrs. H. C. E. Stewart (President), 
Eyre SwaiirrOck, and P. Bibby, spent a fortnight from January 
19. 1946, at Mount Buffalo, altitude 4,500-5,600 feet. Com¬ 
paratively few of the native Eucalypts were in bloom, but. the 
party obiained some bees. Most were found in the open alpine 
meadows, not far from Tunning water. A botanical feature of 
these. Irceless expanses at the time of the visit was the predominance 
of the family Cowpuyriuu 1 in flower. Conspicuous was the orange- 
coloured Alpine Pnclolcpis, P, acuminata var. robwsta The native 
bees seemed to have a. predilection for these bright inflorescences. 

The specimens sent to me proved to be of considerable interest. 
The must numerous formed a series of males and females of an 
earth-digging species, Paracolletcs chaLyheatus (Er ). These are 
about 14 mm. in length, highly-polished, with a black head and 
thorax, and a slight steely metallic lustre over the abdomen. The 
species was described from Tasmania in 1842, as Andrma, by 
Erickson, hut the glossa of the mouth-parts is definitely wide and 
blunt, whereas that of Andrew is narrow and pointed. It is the 
type of the genus Lamprocollelua, Smith, with a conspicuous 
ptcrustigma, The ecology at this altitude is not unlike that of 
Tasmania in a more southerly latitude. 

One small black Furrow-bee—it is only 6.8 mm. in length— 
proved to lvc a not quite typical specimen of Halidus subfilcbeius, 
Ckll., which was described from Mt. Tamborine, Queensland. 

The third hee. is a leaf-cutter, which is best treated as a new 
subspecies of MegachUe nvrcularis, Dalla Torre ( metadata of 
Smith). The species is widely spread over the three eastern 
States of Australia, and is easily IcnoyJn by .several small spots of 
white hair.on the mesothorax. The Buffalo specimen lacks these 
hairy maculae, and the. mandibulae are quite differently sculptured. 
It approaches M, ignescens, which however has a red scopa The 
Buffalo bee may later be given specific rank, but in the absence of 
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the mate l shall treat it as a new subspecies and append a 
description of die female: 

MEGACHtt.fL MAI ULARIS SWARBRECK1, suhsfi. new. 

TYPE: Female—Length. !1 mnt., apptox. Black 

Head transverse; iace will* reddish hair fading to tmte shaw-coiour 
laterally, irons rugoso-punctate, with sparse long reddish hair; clypeus 
convex, anterior margin cremiiate, a polished irregular median line, and 
large contiguous punctures; the large supcaclypcal area with a median 
impunetaie jtuiished surface; vertex closely punctured, with sparse fine 
black hair; compound eyes large, anterior margins parallel; genae small, 
with long, loose silvery hair; labruin black; rnamlibulae exceedingly large, 
coarsely rugose, shining, with a peculiar serieeus area on the somewhat 
flattened apex; short antennae obscurely brownish below. 

Prothorax with a few long fine black hairs intermingled with the white; 
tubercles black; me&othorax shining, bttt closely and coarsely punctured, 
with a few fine Mack hairs; scor'dInm similar; posiscutellum with longer 
white lairs; metethorax with a scale-like sculpture over an area shaped 
like a Moorish arch; abdominal dotsal segments coarsely punctured, 
depressed median ly, with a few stiff black hairs; a|>cx with ;» few appressed 
uchreous baers, scanty white hairs not (ornting distinct hands; ventral seg¬ 
ments with a dense white scopa. 

J.eqs black, with rather dense fringes of white hair; tarsi black, claws 
blackish-brown; hind calcar blackish; logulae blackish, closely punctured, 
with a laige tuft Ol silvery hair just beneath (hem; wings smoky, nervtlccs 
bladdsh-lrrown; cells; radial more suffused; pterostigmn inconspicuous; 
hamuli seventeen. 

LOCALITY: Mount Buffalo, Victoria. January. 1940, Eyre Swarbrcck. 

Type In the collection of the author. 

ALLIES. M. macuforu, which has while spots on the mesoihoivct; M. 
ignt'scms, which has a red scopa. 

On flowers- of PoJolefis acuminata, R. Br„ yar. rotmsta (Maiden r< 
Betche) Withs, 


BLUE WREN NESTING ON THE GROUND 

While walking along a track in the Waterworks Reserve, Hobart 
(Tasmania), on November 5, 1945, E observed a female Blue Wren with 
a leather in her; lieak fly to a low dead shrub. After resling there for a 
few moments she flew to the ground a short distance away. 

Upon observing the bird depart I investigated and found the nest, which 
was built right on 1 lie ground at rhe foot of a small low bush about 12 
inches high. There was a little grass growing through and about the 
bush, which was only live or six yards from the track, TI>e dome-shaped 
grass nest with its side entrance was not easily located, in spite of the 
fact that the bird was seen to alight in the vicinity. So far'as could be 
seen without touching the nest, only feathers had been used to lint it. 

While the female bird was seen to visit the nest on two occasions that 
afternoon, the male was not observed. On each occasion the abroach to 
the nesi was (he same, the bird alighting on the dead shrub before flying 
to tlir ground near the nest 

Several pairs of these tovpfy birds were seen in tins locality, and four 
pairs were noted together in the open near the Reservoir. 


L. C VlNXV. 



